5 Top Tips to support beginning reading
There is a vital link between Oral language and Reading.   Encourage your child’s oral language from the very beginning.  Make the following activities part of the warm, loving relationship you are already fostering with your child

1. Be a great listener

· Talk with your child whenever possible and show a genuine interest in what they have to say.

· Use appropriate vocabulary and grammar and be a good model of speech and language.

2. Praise your child

· Respond to your child when they speak to you and wherever possible, expand on the conversation.  
· Ask questions to find out more.  

3. Make the most of every opportunity.

· Talk about the things you are doing with your child, even everyday things like cooking, shopping, emailing, gardening or what you see when you are out driving/walking together.

4. Read to your child anytime, anywhere, every day.

· Discuss what happens in the book and when and where it happens

· Talk about the characters, how they act or think.

· Ask your child to retell the story to you or another family member.

· Help them to make links between the story and their own life.

5. Sing songs and teach and share nursery rhymes

· Language has a natural rhythm and pattern.  The more children are aware of this ‘flow,’ the more they look for the patterns, the easier they acquire vocabulary.
